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Conversations with IGNITE:

Young Women in Office

A Anthropologie, we believe in womans our beauty, cur wisdom, and our power o make the
workd bartar.

Knowledige, connections, and resources with women from coss to cass as they lean asaut civic
engagament, e raady o run for offce, and begin to each thei ncredibl potents,
(Past...donate o IGNITE today)

To share our mi, 5 10 speak,with IGNITE, we crested aseres of three #Anthrovents - vinual

On Suptermbe

Sara Guillermo, hosted our st conversstion: Young Women in Offce.

“
WHEN THERE ARE
MORE WOMEN
W OFFIE
THE POLICIES WILL THEN
REFLECT 50%

OF THE COUNTAY

Sera got hor fst aste of politcs n  frstgrade class o
1 knew at an aaly age that there were not a ot of il around the.

decsion-making tabl, and aven fower girs of color,”she tod us. “As |
Kept running and servin, it bacame clesrthat | needed 1o do everyehing
1 can 10 buid nclusve anvironments whara al paosle can thive

nd thatc vt IGNITE works to o, “We know tht when there a0
more women in offics, the palicies il then reflct 50% o the country:
says Sar. The group offers K-8 an high school programs, collega
chapters, mentorsn, werkshops, and more.

For out virtua convo, Sara was oined by two IGNITE success stor
Karls Garea, Member and Sacretary of the Boars for the Dal

ndopendnt School Distic n Texas, and Jocelyn Yo, Gity
Councilmember and Mayor Pro Tem of Easua, Calfornia.

Karla became involved with IGNITE in high school ard Joceyn, in
college. Bath warmen ran for,and won, hei respective ffces in their
20,

“A ot o people didn' toke me serausly,”said Jocalyn. “Pacpla sid,
o, wait your turn. Thats what | eps getiing, undl | met Sars."” Sara and
1GNITE gave hor

oos: she nsod, sho said

“

YOUR WHY
S THE THING
THAT'S GOING T0
¥eee 1oy
PUSHING FORVARD

arls was suprised tht her youth seemed to hef her connect with
voters. “Puopla did'timmeditely sk sbout my age o much v |
thought they would," she sid. 1 was 3 newcomer, and | think that
encauraged peaple that | could changa the scans. ' Latns, | lack ke
thor stadonts, 00k ke their Saughtors, and ulimately | ik hats
o | aarmed thirconfidence.”

s they campaigned, Kara and Jocelyn lesmed the imporance of
Iistoning to overy voice. “Wa took the time o go door to door” s
Karla. We talked to people, we hear thei tores

" had comverseion ster conversation,” sid Jocalyn, “Wht | natizec
was that peopls just want to be hear. They want 3 representative who
il ther fortham.”

Both woman bring thei backgrounds, challenges, and well-sarnad
perspactives t the decison-making table. In elected represaniatives,

Jocayn sad, votor Fopo 1o se0 “someons wha's ved trough tho'
exparinc...somaons who can empthze with thel experiance.” Thats
the meaning, and the velue, of representation - fo momen, yung

ke

woman, women of color, and 32 many others wha e fa
politicans just don't gat .

Three menths ag, Jocelyn became a mother, and bagan 1o see aven
mor clealy why representation matter, She ecalled ttending »
community ovent tha: had everytring: 3 great uest s, ively music
dolcious dinks...but 1o vt space for her o brassted 1 had to
reastized my baby in the bathraom,” she ssid. “Tne raity s hat
politics i not designad for warnan, We cannat close the gandie gap in
paliics url wa have spaces tat ae designed for women, for mams,
andfor families”

“

v
RUN FOR
OFFICE,
AKE §
DIFFERENCE

“There are so many Bariers.” she ssid.
that” Anc e

Together, e need 1o change
1 2 stortyoung - yo5, oven youngor than schoo-ago.

“The iy we raisn boys and gk, a5 socety i s difforus
Jocaiyn. "As gits and then women, we were raised to be periecton'ss,
1o be caraul, to ba caragivers, versus men wha ware raissl 1o be
courageous, 1o iake isks. S0 when you'e thinking sbout women runming
for ofce, it sometimes takes ot of courage.”

Thats where (GNITE comes n

i where your uigue passion comes
i Sarss words, your “why” - what makes you angry? Wt <oaps you

st ight? Wt nseds to change?

“Your iy i the thng that's going to keep you oushing forward,” sad
.

1wl love to sncourage everyons tatake & minute t think sbaut
somothing th upsets you,” she sad. (No meed o lock ar Why s raffic
20 507 Why don't schocls have what they neea?) “Trink sbout that

{ssun snd dive into t. Show up o speak at 2 maeting, o contact a
represantatie, The mors we hear from constituents, the mors we fesl

pressurs to toke action.”

Al he sbove...“and run fo aficel®

i Jocalyn. “We need mere
women i office bocausa we cary policis that cirectly impact out lves
andt other womentsIves. Vore, un for ofice, make s diference.”

Text IGNITE t0 35777 fo parsonalizd help with casting your vote this

Noverier 3, and danata to IGITE 0 support nationslprogramming.
ha helps young women ke Krla anl Jocelyn o run, win, and ia3d.
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